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Dsax Dr. Meiland81 

f aqru with you that it remain8 inpoxtant to in8i8t that 
tear gas and hmrbicridoa are ctovuod by tha Gwmva Convention. 
Tha rea8on, to my mind, ir partly political. The vote in 
th@ US. A88embly on thio point wa8 80 to 3t and only Australia 
and Portugal joined tha U.S. in upholding auf view that -88 
sub8tanceu wwe 954 ooverod. A numbax of tha countrim that 
8b8tained frcm voting (e.g. Franc@) did 80 only 
h~mU8@ thy believed that thi8 wa8 llot a pxopr mattar 
for the r88urbly to vote ant their viw8 wuo tho88 of tha 
nrrjority. If the U.S. adopt8 the OMova COnv+ntion, but Only 
with those reservatiorm, it will ssrioulrly undornine the 
rigaificrnce of ous rdharanco to the ConventiOn, in the -8 
of othu natiorm. 

A8 regard8 horbiaid.8 in partiaular, I think the evidence 
of the g18~atecologia8lduage thaybvo doam, andtho 8\iegwtiw 
adk~~~ of dixcrut and 8Ozi0U8 injury to ))aple, i8 in any 
aam. acamplling ru8ue fox banningtwir u8e in-r, I 
irrV6 not yet rwdmd a copy of tha WatiOnrl Academy CorrittU'8 
Xavt (it i8 On OXdU) but th. di8eU88ion Of it in r.mnt 
f88Ue8 of Ocioncq an4 Rat;uta ak@l plrin that grmt 8cOlogiual 
damage ha8 been dom. A numbu of oxpert critic8 including 
b8d.On, &li@W ut th. durg8 t0 t&a fOZO8t8 i8 NCh 
gXUtU thUr th. Acadny Cmitt.0'8 XOport indioata8 - 
idud 8QI, of t&8 #xpertr on tb Ae8w.8 eun pan01 di88ont8d 
8tXO8b$fly On thi8. The evident of dmqo to poop10 (the 
lWmttgnard8 partimluly) i8 highly 8U#fO8tiVO, and might 
br axtramly wrriow. It i8 ObViOU81y not COW?lU8iva, but 
it clearly call8 fox li lot more 8tudy. X personally would 
ha unyi4lding in dwaM&ng that the Gmmva Cmvmtion include8 
8 baa on herbicibr8 in war. 

9%. ca8a 8gain8t tur g88 in war i8 pwbably la88 pornrfulp 
but kILr 988 iII Vu i8 a 18tbl UOa&?CNh. ltt i8 u8md t0 dXfV0 
-18 OUt Of UXBdUgXUSd 8haltar8, 80 M CWI then b8 8ho-t 
ox bombed. x grant that it i8 a fu la88 hazrible wnpon thrn 
napa&tt but the amwar to that, I think, i8 to work for a 
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